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DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


Divine P2ovidence, 


In Relation to 


NATIONAL JUDGMENTS: 


; JOtwithſtanding that it is moſt conſonant 
to reaſon to belicye, that he who made 
the World doth govern it, and that all 
things are ſubjc&t to the-Laws of Providence and 
h_ the order and: courſe of nature, ( whereby 
things act regularly, and make up that beauty 
and harmony, and proportion, which 1s viſible 
throughout the World ) is not the effect. of 
chance, bur of, contrivance and deſign, and owes 
its original to: the divine will, regulated by an 
inhnure wiſdom; z yet ſuch 1s the pride of ſome, 
who yct cannot but be- conſcious of their own 
tans and how little they: are able to-do ci- 
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ther of themſelves apart, or in conjunction with 
others, in compariſon of -what-they—fee- done 
both in heaven and upon carth, as thar they 
will ſcarce acknowledge God to be ſupreme, but 
ſet up for themſclves as abſolute, and think to 
reverſe his decrees by their wit and policics, at 
tributing the ſucceſs of their counſels to 'the 
ſtrength of their parts and wiſdom, and never 
referring their defears and difappointment to his 
over-ruling power, but to ſore croſs-accident, 

I ems which they ſhould have pro- 
ſpeaking of the ill ſucces VIded againſt; ;and then * they 
- fi nd =o _ ns, Cry Out Upon the extreme ma- 
Bargia, _ que da und ſtra. lignity and ſp ightfalneſs of far- 
4 9 =p TH tune, as they ſpcak, when all 
"ad forma, Cap. vis their wicked, and deviliſh po- 
licies have been blaſted, and proved to be No- 
thing but claborate folly. 

Beſides, they will have. all the.great —_ 
ens that arc brought, upon the World, to be 
the rcſults of mecr nature, which they ſet up as 
4 diſtinct principle from Providence, that is, that 
they flow from a ſcrics of natural cauſes linkt and 
tryed together, and that ſuch a kind of combi- 
nation neceſlarily produceth ſuch cfte&s, and 
that all thoſe aſtoniſbing acts of Providence, which 
we by a general naine call judgments, arc naru- 
ral, and conſequently in a manner fatal. and - pe- 
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riodical. What is'this”! huit-to leave the World 
e&1t"felf,” ard © tkchid& God from having any 
thing to 46 in the GoFerhiment' of it, ind in ef: 
fe&t to rob him of the glory and perfections of 
his Godhead * But 1 know not; whether the fol; 

ly or inipiety 'of this opiniori bethe ercarer, *nbt 
ro acknowkdge a divine fiand/ in” rhoſe epents, 
which are confeſſed]y extraordinary. / ** 

Let us life up our cycs to the Heavens, Trim 
contemplate the naarber- of thee Stats, thei greats 
neſs; their inethanRed light; ®chitir® Hu hg 
unincerruptcd motion and order;-'and Ian - 
fancy, it we' can, thit they made themſelves; or 
thac fuch olorious bodies refitlted from the for- 
tuitous converſe of lire particles; Aoating up 
and down; m ary inifitite fpace, according to the 
dlo.and' precarious Hypothefis of Epicurus: Let 
us turn our' Byes downwards and look into our 
ſclvesand: reflett upon the facultics of our mind; 
upon the power and- command, ' which: we have 
oycr our ſclycs'and our ations ; upon the Law 
imprinted: upon our Nature ; upon thoſe not 
ons of and 'eyvil, that grow up with us; 
and which. we can neverithrow oft; - 'and upon: 
the didtarcs and. judgtrient of Conſcience; and 
this will ſhew us, that we are fit Subjects, and 
capable of a Law. After this, Let us proceed ta 
cankder che Original of. our being, 'thepreroga-' 
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only capable of, i actually under. a Law ; 
that we arc accountable for the actions of our 
lives to a ſupreme; powers, and that-every. viola: 
tion of rhg, diving law, « c cternal and unchanges 
able Law of . rightcouſncs, 'whigh God has xc- 
vealed and CES not only inthe Scriptures, 
but in our yery. nature, is juſtly puniſhable by 
him.” , This being, once granted, we-ſhallbbe on 
made tocconfel, .CxCcÞt We will do. violence to:our 
rcaſon,thatGod ſhows his anger againſt ſw by the 
judgments, which He brings apon, the. world and 
that, nothing of this nature. doth; come to paſs;or 
can come. ta pals, without his order and;appoint- 
ment,and but for ſoc cauſe. The Prophet: Amos 
chap. iii. verſe 6. lays it. down by way, of queſti- 
on and, appeal ra Fo c realpn, and, hemonk nay 
underſtanding | of all, mankind, -./ha/l thereibe exit 
in a City,and the Lord fath.not done_it;2 which ac- 
cording to, the known laws and methods/of ar- 
guing, amounts to this, univsrſal:negaaye pro- 
poliyon, , . that ghere, neither:4$:noricaribe/any 
judgment in a'City Os Kungdboy, whereof 'God 
1s not the Author. 

Now in the firſt place, in order ito vindicate 
the honour, of the, diving providence} _ 
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the following - propofition. "as infallibly certain, 
that ns evit of premifhrient which's FR 
on the World, happeris by chance ; arid partt- 
cularly, that thoſe judements, which ſeem to de- 
nvye fronr natural cauſes, arc the effects of his 
juſtice and governing power : which 1 thus brict- 
ly prove. 

That God doth concern himſelf with the tranſ- 
ations of men; and cither doth or will puniſh- 
them ſooner 'or Tater, according to their misbe- 
haviout and demerit, hath. been the belicf of 
the very Heathen : notwithſtariding the corrup- 
tion and degeneracy of their minncrs, notwith- 
ſtanding that vaſt” mmnber of falſe opinions, 
which they had taken up according to. their 
fancy; ' and which made way for others of a:ta- 
ral conſequence, to the great ſhame and diſcre- 
dit of ther reaſon, and notwithſtanding all thoſe 
brutth' eaftprns,” and violations of the laws of 
hunt which they had brought into practices 
theirmpreffiots of this fundamental, crath of Na- 
ture were made fo dcep upon their minds, that 
they could nor torally. efface them, In a time, of 
common calamity, for Rane, When they were 
diſtreſt by an invading Eticmy, or when a Plague 
had diffuſed its yehom over their Country, -or 
n cafe of ay violent inundation, or. famine,' or 
carthquakexthey ackriowledged, that this was the 
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CO NETS Pei thenn;rapd; that the. way: 
to ger thele judgments remayed was toy appeaſe 
their anger : whereupon they erected alrars, and 
heaped up ſacrifices upon ,them.:, ſome deyored 
themſel/& ro death, and others were offered up 
alive, they thinking to gain the favour of ther 
Deities by. ſuch; kind of barbarous, and bloody 
rites.  *Tis certain, that they had corrupted this 
trach horribly by their ſupcrſtizons and impie- 
ties; but the foundation and ground was, that 
there was 4 vindicative Juſtice, a Nemefis, which 
proportioned our puniſhments according to the 
meaſures and degrees of guult. 

Now 'I demand, .. Felice 

r. If ' all things come co paſs of, themſclves, 
withpur beirig guided and directed by an invi- 
fible hand, how came the bclict of the contra- 
ry ſo uniycrſal? It 15 a blcauh to.0ur x5aſan-to 
imagine, that by the canſtzuton 'of :huazanc aa- 
cure falſe principles ſhould. be infuſcd) into put 
nands, and that we ſhould be fatally. inclined to 
error; or that all thcWorld ſhould auſtake. inthe 
Providence,” Except 4 very Ifw, whole intereſt it 
s'to'wiſh there were none, that they might live as 
they -ift; according to, their corrupt, anclinations, 
gar an rat mole anon oe diſance, tas 
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yet theſe very men, who deny a Providence, can: 
not but acknowledge and contcb, that it is agree- 
able to reaſon, yea and necellary to the well-be- 
ing of the World, that there ſhould be ſuch an 
over-ruling power, regulated and directed by the 
higheſt wiſdom. For it in a private family there 
could be no peace nor ſafety withougrules and 
orders to be obſerved by every one in their rc- 
ſpective :qualitics; if in a Kingdom confulions 
could not poſſibly be avoided without Laws , 
they being the ligaments of the body poliick, 
that tic the members of it together , whereby 
they, perform the ſeveral offices of Civil life, in 
an orderly conjunction.; much more would the 
World, which conſiſts of ſuch a varicty of, parts, 
fail and decay,if the Creator had not ft chem a 
Law which they arc not to tranſgre(s, and if they 
were not reſtrained and kept in from preying 
one upon another, - and it ax omnipprent and. all- 
wiſe. God had not:the , whole ordering and di- 
ſpoſal of them, | 

2. How came things to be endowed with 
thoſe qualities, which produce ſuch ſtrange and 
admirable cffe&ts, as we daily. ſce-and hear ot ? 
'Tis a vain attcmpt to go abour to -cxplain and 
ſolve the appearances of nature by the Mecha- 
nichal Philoſophy, how witty, and ſubrile, and re- 
fincd (ocycr, without believing God,: nog: only 
B | to 
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to have created matter, and put this matter into 
motion, but to determine and modify the ſeye- 
ral motions of it: and tho ſome cftefts flow ne- 
ceſlarily from their cauſes according to the cſta-+ 
bliſhed laws of mechaniſm, yer this was wholly 
according to the will and comtrivance of the 
firſt cauſcg: nor can they diſplay this vertue with- 
out the divine concourſe, all ſecond cauſes in 
their ſeveral motions needing the continuation 
of the divine power and influence, in order to 
their operations. as well as to rheir ſubſiſtence. 
All things then arc at the diſpoſal of God, who 
makes uſe of them, as- it pleaſeth him, and the 
yertue, which they have, derives from him. Even 
men are the inſtruments of his will, and that 
without any reſtraint of, or prejudice to their 
natural or moral Liberty. He brings about the 
purpoſes of his Providence,by a&tions which they 
deſign to other ends, nay ſometimes by their ſin- 
ful paſſions, and the cxhorbitances of their tem- 
per. Nebuchadnezzar a neighbour Heathen Prince 
made war upon the Jews, Gods own people, 
cither to ſatisfy his thirſt of fame and glory, or 
to enlarge his dominion , or it may be upon 
ſome pretended affront or injury. done him, or 
the like: and yet God calls him his ſervant, Je- 
rem. Xliii. 10. becauſe by him he puniſhed that 
people for. their Sins: and it was upon this ac- 
count, 
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count, that Attilas, ſuch another inflrament inthe 
hand of God, as was Oliver Cromwel, when with 
his barbarous troops he broke into Chriſtendom, 
as if he had received a commiſſion from heaven 
to execute Gods wrath upon the Chriſtians of 
that Age for their luxurious and unchriſtian lives, 
had the title of flage/lum DEL Ione can deny 
civil war to be a gricvous judgment to a Nati: 
on, notwithſtanding all the plauſible pretenſions 
of cunning ana defigning men to draw the peo- 
ple into their party, and to rake up arms in de- 
tence of Religion and Property, both which ſut- 
ter infinitely more by a RebeUlion than by a Perſe- 
cution, if any ſuch had followed according to 
their fears and jealouſics;whecther well grounded, 
or al grounded, it matters not; yet in every ſuch 
warGod gives comnmuſſion to the Sword,and fays, 
Sword go through the Land, Ez.xav. 17. much morc 
may God make uſe of all other parts of the yi- 
ſible creation. which have no principle of Liber- 
ty withm them. Thus fire and hail, ſnow and 
vapour, and flormy wind, are ſaid, to fulfil bis 
pord, Plalm cxlvin. 8i:and thus God did in the 
plagues of Egypt : and tho judgments bc not al- 
ways ſo quick and immediate, but oftentimes 
adyance flowly and by degrees : Yet this doth 
not hinder, but, that they are judgments\ftill ; 
ſuch for inſtance are infc&tious Air , malignant 
C 2 Diſcaſes 
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Diſcaſes, - blaſting and mildew, drought and 
barrenneſs of ground.  Dext, xxv11. 

We muſt then lovk beyond. natural caules, 
even to the God of nature, who orders and di- 
re&ts them. to their ſeveral. ends, and over-rules 
them and' oftentimes carries them beyond their u- 
ſual pawer.according as 1t ſeems good to his di- 
vine Wildom.and the ends of Providence.In a Pe- 
ſiilence we muſt not look at the eyil influences 
of. the;Air, but ar the evil influences - of ſin, for 
the infection comes: firſt thence. *' God might 
continue the ſame temper to the Aur, if he pleaſed, 
that it might be for cycr healthful; but he ſuf- 
fers thoſe: alterations to.'be: made in it by de- 
grees, and warns a Nation by ſuch flow ap- 
proaches of his-future intentions. So- that not- 
withſtanding we could trace the natural and 
immediate cauſes of. it, yet becauſe they cannot 
act but. by vertue of his influence, and he makes 
uſe of the order and courſe of things, as it beſt 
pleaſeth hiny, the beginning and progreſs and de- 
creaſe of a plague 1s to be afcribed to his will 
and - pleaſure, as much. as that which we read of, 
2 Sam. xxiv. 16. When the Angel of the Lord 
ftretched out his hand upon Jeruſalem 10 deſtroy it, 
the Lord repented him of the evil, and ſaid to the 
Angel; who deſtrozed the people, it is enough, flay 
now. thine: hand. And as the Angel, ſo what is 
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called nature, 1s the inſtrument of God; and 
therefore God 1s pleaſed to aſcribe to himſelf the 
ordinary works of it. One would judge it ne- 
ceſlary from the conſtitution of the World, that 
there be refreſhing ſhowers and dews, to water 
and moiſten the dry and parched ground, whoſe 
fruitfulneſs would otherwiſe fail and decay ; yet 
this inthe judgment of Saint Paul, was enough 
to convince the Heathen, that there is a God, as 
he tclls the people of Lycaonia. As xiv. 7. He 
left not himſelf without witneſs, in that he did good, 
and gave us rain from heaven and fruitful ſeaſons, 
filling our hearts with food and gladneſs. To this 
* Tertullian does elegantly allude, De- * De Pari- 
um in aperto conſlitutum GO vel ex ipſis Pos 
celeftibus bonis comprehenſibilem ignorari 14); © 

non licet, And indeed if we do but conſider the 
ordinary works of Nature which we do not ya- 
lue by rcaſon of their commonneſs, and there- 
fore paſs over ſlightly, we ſhall find fo much 
wiſdom in their contr:vance, that we muſt of 
neceſſity have recourſe to an infinite Author, If 
then a fruitful Summer, 1f a plentiful and ſeafo- 
nable Harveſt and Vintage be a ſufficient acrteſta- 
tion of Providence ; can we think, that Fudgments, 
tho brought about by natural cauſes, are not the. 
effects of the divine anger and diſpleaſure 2: can- 
not a Sparrow fall to the ground without the Will 
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' of God? St. Matth. x. 2g. and ſhall there be any 
kind of Judgment in the World without his or- 
dering and appointment ? 

It being then to be believed and acknowledg- 
ed, that all Judgments, even ſuch as flow from 
natural cauſes, are the deſigns and effects of Pro- 
widence, | will enquire 

2. Into the reaſons and ends of Providence in 
in ſuch ſevere diſpenſactions. What deſolations 
are brought upon the World, it 1s viſible every 
where: there is no age, which does not furniſh 
us with examples enough, to what great heights 
Judgments have advanced from ſmall beginnings; 
how thouſands have fallen by the Plague, or 
have periſh'd in the mercileſs Ocean by tempeſts 
and hurricanes; or have been buried under ru- 
ines by Earthquakes; and with what cruelty the 
Sword hath raged without any diſtinCtion of Sex, 
or age, or quality, Every one 1s ſenſible of the 
miſerics of humane life in conamon ; and-com- 
plaints are frequent and too bold; ſo obnoxi- 
Ous are we to the aſlaults of a diſeaſe, to the vi- 
olence of enemies, and to the raging fury of the 
Elements, when let looſe, that death oftentimes 
becomes unavoidable. 

Some indeed have excluded Providence from 
having any thing to do with theGovernment of 
the World, becauſe of theſe ſcemaing perplexities, 
which 


: —_— — —— - 
— nm n= —enn——_ 


CT ) 
which they ſuppoſe cannor proceed from a D- 
vine Adminiſtration. Hence they very preſumpru- 
ouſly and fooliſhly ask, why are men, the only 
creatures, who ſeem fit to enjoy the bleſſings of 
life, put into continual frights and fears? why 
ſurrounded perpetually with dangers * why fo 
diſtreſſed and forſaken, without being able to 
defend themſelves? Bur theſe are the ravings of. 
an impatient and cloudy mind, which will not 
conſider things, but ſuffers reaſon to be over-. 
whelmed by paſſion: they are beſides oftentimes 
the product of wretched and irrational principles; 
ſuch as theſe, that a man is under no Law and. 
ſo not accountable to any ſupreme Being ; that 
happineſs 1s.to be plac'd in this World only, and. 
in the gratifications, of the animal life; that it is-. 
an injury for God to deprive him of it, and thar 
it is not forfeitable by Sin ; that there 1s no ſuch: 
thing as Juſtice to exact the puniſhment of guilt ; . 
that God is content to enjoy himſelf in the hea-. 
vens, without ever ſo much as caſting a glance 
of his omniſcient eye upon carth ; and that he 
neither regards the ſervices of his votaries, nor 
the impietics and profanation, and facrileges of 
Atheiſts, and Libertines, and ſuch like bold fin- 
ners, who defy his juſtice, bur fits there uncon- 
cernedly without any reſentment either way ; as: 
one of the number daringly aſſerts, . 
/;J 
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Nec bene pro meritis capitur, nec tangiturira. Lucret. 


Which is in effect and conſequent to deny, that 
there is a God; and that men are men that 1s,that 
they act freely,or that they deſerve either reward 
or puniſhment for their aCting well or 11. 

But tho this brutiſh opimion was exploded by 
the ſoberer part of the Heathen world, yet the 
difficulty remain'd among ſeveral, who were 
forced, from the obſervation of thoſe ſtrange 
events which they beheld, to confeſs an ovyer- 
ruling providence, which brought them abour, 
even above the hopes, and contrary to the ex- 
pectations of men. This they ſaw and acknow- 
ledged, but they corrupted and perverted the be- 
lief of it, with a naxture of horrid and impious 
fancics. They thought, that God took delight 
in the miſerics of men, and that this proceeded 
from an cny1ous nature in the Deity, as if ill af- 
feted and troubled at the proſperities and ſuc- 
ceſſes of mankind : and that therefore he would 
not permit them to be long happy, but continu- 
ally brought upon them ſomecalamity or other, 
to take off their minds from the conſiderations 
of peace and joy, and to divide and diſtract them 
with cares and fears, as if he could not be happy 
while thcy were ſo. 
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. Thus Flows ſays, that a' ftop was pur to the - 
advance ana'progrels of. the Rowan arms, ſive-in- 
vidia' Deorum',  ſrve fato, at the time when the 
Galli: Senones under 'Brennus invaded their City, 
and diſturbed: rheir growing Empire: and thar 
afterward when they had conquered almoſt the 
whole 'World,. (for ſo they proudly and yauat- 
ingly worded/it,, . 14 44:44 Rn 
.- i Orbem cum totumVidior Romanus habebat ). ' -*: 
and were>ready:to enjoy the benefir of their'con> 
queſts:in: ſecurity and. peace,” after* the hardſhips 
and fatigucsof* their long continued wars, and 
when. their Empire'feemed to be fo fully. united 
in-1t:{1f;:and grown fo. great' and 'powerfnk-as 
not-toi be ſhaken or moleſted | by any forragn 
powcr,. zzv7dens : fortung. . principi ' gentium popelo 
ipſum illum incexitium ſuum armauir,  fortuxe. en 
vying the*Romans this glory and happineſs; armed 
thein againſt themſetves. by railing: and. totenang 
a Civil war, occafioncd by the. private pathionsof 
Cafar and Pempey : which ccauſcd that proverby- 
al ſaying, ſo: frequent in: the mouths of the Com 
mon: Soldiers and Ordinary-forvot Pcople, itt 
£17) 1 "+80cer Generque perdidiflis omnia.: >. ' : 
-;Such il] repreſentations: they made of: God:iAbH+ 
mighty; cloaching him. with the 1infirmuties of a 
baſe paſſion, which uſually. dwc} in: ignoble and 
low-ſputited: perfons,) and afcribing; thekffects:ab 


Q0; C his 


(rs ) 
by Juſtice and Governing power: ta.dilarder/and 
trouble of mind; to'envy and iH-netars: i. Where- 
28 right rcaſon ſhould have taught them that'alk 
imaginable happineſs. as wal as perfection. is e(-: 
fentally included: in the Idea: of Go8, whoican-. 
not pothbly be ſubje&t to envy»: which 15:2 trou- 
blefom and vexatious paſſion: and hat the only 
motive of his framing the World was. his good. 
neſs. Thou, G God, loweſt all the things: that. are, 
and abborreft- nothing which thou haſt made :. for ne- 
ver mould ſt thox. bave made any thing if thou hadft 
hated it, and\baw conld any. thing have endured, if 
it: had not been thy will, or have pond if 
uot calted by thee? Wiſd. x1. 24,25.'We muſt there-i 
joxe-aſlign other reaſons 'of Gods proceeding fo: 
fevercly with men. which will: tully vindicate his 
Providence from. ſuch an uruſt and impious um-. 

x. The firſt. is.to- humble us under. his mighty: 
hand, and co make .us. acknowledge his power 
and. ſovcrargnty. For what can feem more un-- 
juſt and unnatural, than that men who owe 
their being to the goodneſs. of God, and live/up-. 
on his bounty, ſhould yer: be-unmindful of him, 
tharivile duſt and aſhcs. ſhould: hit up himſelf a- 
gaipſt his. maker, and. ſhould cnjoy the bleſſings. 
af.his;pravidence, an yet. not acknowledge that 
they. art bleſſings, that is;;:.the ctbects: a his care. 
Rlll 4 4 and:: 
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and/love to mankind'?. Yer ſo it1s-: Prider puffs | 
-mcenaup!wirh Felling choughts of vanivy; (as if 
:all!1hey enjoyed were -quſtly'' duo” ro theny:'F 
makes themuhink wo well-of | thernſelves; as at 
they had noneed'of a ſupport, or as if it werea 
dinmnytior of there greatneſs to hve uv ſubgrdt 
nation to a higher 'power:: And from this pride 
proceeds carcleſnefs and forgerfulneſs ofGoud/; ds 
xf fcrions and frequent reflecbions and thoughts 
of:i/hin put them too much in mind:of their 
duty and obligation toward him;' and ' of! the 
vilcneſs and /meannels of ' their Own! condition 
witour'hinm: Thus'they flatter themfelyes with 
dreams: of 'folly., and are fo taken''up- with 
thoughts:of themſelves;: that they have: nol lei 
ſore to think-of God; and eſpecially 'in a vonrſe 
of -unimerrupted happineſs and profperity; 'rhe 
Soul 1s as' it were weakened, ' and loſt, and-dif- 
folved in caſe/and /ſoftnefs;; and: the raftonal fa- 
cultics we'depreſſed and deprived of their diredtive 
power:;iand:thograakcationet a luſtivferiupih 
compounon' wah te tervice of God, andiofen- 
n1mes preferred before it;and the pleaſures iof:ferue 
poeyat (zz and- wheh we we full; ware apt !f0 for 
pet aud-deny God. -\Deuts vaic'r a71f41 Proviixxx.. 
tr bur neceflaty izbens thavimery bexdlight:the 
muc and juſt 'knowledge>bf-chenfelves'; which 
3s ' done moſt cffettrally by judgrmenss'! Þhis 
ext C 2 ſhews, 
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thews: .how-they depend incceſfarily upon-'God, 
and:how-:umable-they: are ro!ftand before an Al- 
mighty POWCLs; ', by! this they are ſeniib e, '1thac 
his anger can conſume them: in a \moment, and 
that his power can cruſh them into pieces.. Thos, 
even thou art to be feared, and who may fland in 
thy fight, when thox art angry? | Plalm Ixxvi 7 
Let.us deny, now if we dare: (but cettainly our 
fears and our convictions will not permit us to 
deny }: Gods power over us, when wecither hear 
on ſee: ſo. many thouſands falling before us, and 
when we ſee the whole creation at his-command. 
and doing his will An apprehenſion and ſenſe. of 
diftreſs and danyer will bring us'upon our knees, 
and, wilkchroughly convince us of our folly, to 
forget, . much more to oppoſe and defy God; 
and will force us with trembling and amazement 
ro acknowledge his Almighrnes and power, by 
the judgments which he brings. upon the World. 

2, I wclook about us, and obferve the hor- 
rid ;y1olations of the Laws of God :and:Religion, 
we ſhall ſoon juſtifie God in his proceeding fo 
feyerely with us : for by this he ſhews his anger 
againſt fin, and: how: fealous he's of his honour. 
1c 15 moſt certain, that this life is for. the trial of 
our faith and obedience : and that hereafter eve- 
ry-6ne ſhall /be rewarded according to his works; 
and that.iho. God be proyoked cyery day, , yet 
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his patience- 'and- goodrieſs ſeem toi lay reſtraints 
as 3t were upon hus- Juſtice, . from . breaking: out 
uporr: the: Sinner. : - For'if -God' ſhould puniſh as 
often as men fin, -and ſhould proceed according 
to the rigour-of his juſtice, all mankind. would 
ſink under the wezght of his heavy hand-:If thor, 
Lord, ' wilt be extretzeito' mark what is done amiſs, 
0 Lord, who may abide-it 2 Pſalm cxxx.'3. And 
we ſee. what 1I] uſe. is made of Gods fecbenn 
and long- fuffermg, how ſome interpret: this--1n 
their own fayour,- and how-others harden then 
ſelves ; in wickedneſs, | and fin the:more boldly. 
Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not execu- 
ted ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of the: fons of men 
are jully ſet tn them; to do evil. Eccle(;.vill. g,' But 
to rectifie all. miſapprchenſtons that they. may 
not paſs into' general opinions; .and to ſhew that 
he will not forbcar always, he doth often ma- 
nifeſt: and fignalize: his juſtice, ever :ini this life, 
and loudly proclaim from heaven. his. anger 'a- 
gainſt the unrightcouſneſs of men, and eſpecially 
by national judgments, in ſuch caſcs as theſe : 
When Religion 1s ſcorned and derided as an-ar- 
gument: of; a pufillanimous mind, 'or as an cf- 
fe of ſuperſtition, or clſc-15 made uſe of as a 
cloak to. cover maliciouſneſs, revenge, and am- 
bition 3 when virtue and modeſty are accounted. 
parts of-ill breeding ; -and: when wickedneſs ap- 
Pcars 
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pears bold and nmpudent; io-thei day-lights when 
luzury, and <ffeminacy,;and adiffolution-of naan- 
ners'have overfpread/a people; when dotegard:'s 
had to the ſacred tyes- and ' religion of repeated 
Oaths andSarraments,and to the moſt folemn 'olbb)1- 
gations of natural and/civi}rightand;juſtiee: when 
the-public worſap viGod 1s Mightedandno chock 
grven .co.Athciſm \and profancnck ;- \when: men 
live as if there were no God, . ar whichis: wore, 
carcd - not for ;him 3; when blafphemics againt 
God, and Chrift, and the -myſtcries of our holy 
religion arc tolerated; and go unpunifhed ; when 
ſuch kind of wnpictics, all or forme, more'or lefs, 
become common, and. prevail n.a.Naton, rume 
cahnot.bc-afar off. + 1t 9s. time for thee) Lord.:'to 
mork, for they bave 'nuade woid” thy: flaw: Plalm 
Cxix. 126. We may fſafdy and. allowably pre- 
ecnd to ftorctel, that vengeance hangs over the 
heads 'of ſuch a pcoplce, unlcis a general repers 
rance-:and reformation imtervenc, and avert the 


Specialiter qua dam JELLES D 8 evil. _e And'thono 
Ciata generaliter ſapinnr, rophcts arc noW *cxtraordi- 
Corn Deus Iſraclitas admioner! mafly commuſſioned trom 
diſcipline vel objrergat, wique le 
awomnes htber : rum «Eg ypto hcaven LO PLOP cyagamit 4 
& »trhiopje exitimm commi- ration, and 'ro pavticularize 
natur, in omnem gentem pic | : 7 . youu” 
catricem prejudicar. Ter- the J ud ment » "which <©God 
rol, ſpertaculisexedir. . will -mthct, * except they 'a- 
AE Þ: 91+ mend; yt wemay be as ſare 
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of it, that fo it wilt a and-we have as tauckh- 
reafon':tor- expect it, 'as'if there were: becauſe 
God :has'reycaled his mind and will in his holy. 
word, and ſ{igmifhed- his mentions fuffictently , 
that thus ——_ thus he will proceed with an obft+- 
nate and. mcorrigible people. / 
3. Fudaments ſerve tor examples and warning 
to others | Puniſhment is ſo eſſential to govern. 
ment, that without this it would foon be diſfoly- 
cd, and contution and alt manner'- of diſorder - 
would. break int apor the- world; it would! 
be ſcarce poflibleito hve with any kind of ſccurtty, 
It is fear- which keeps mcnin;, and lays reſtraints 
upon / their paſhons, which otherwife- would 
break out ip fury: and madneſs : "ard whar the. 
fad. and diſmal conſequences of the: paMork are, 
when once let looſe, is cafic to rmagitte; arid 
of which we may frame ſome tokerable kind of 
idea from the: murders, the facrilegions rapines;” 
the villamies, -the defolations, cauſed by -a brutiſhy- 
rabble. So that puniſhment becoines neceſſary; 
not only that the criminal may make fome faris- 
faction for the breach of Law, but for ſecurity 
of the publick peace ; that others, ' f the crime 
be capital eſpecially, ſeeing his ſhameful and un- 
timely cnd, may be deterred. from folowmy his - 
bad example. Whick conſideration 1s — 
to VINGIACARe the ſeverity of .the -Laws Tock : 
worker . 
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worſer ſort of malefattors; not asif any. delight 
were deligned to be taken by heightning or-pro- 
longing the miſery of any one, be his crime ne- 
ver ſo heinous, but only in terrorem, to affright 
thoſe who ſurvive from attempting: . the like 
wickedneſs ; and to aſſure them wiuhal, whar 
they, are to expect, if they do: fa. This very 
method God Almighty 1s pleaſed to make ule of 
in the government of the world. His Laws arc 
eſtabliſhed with fanEtions of rewards and puniſh- 
ments, according as we cither obſerve or diſobey 
them. None can;pretend ignorance, : Or 'com- 
plain of a ſurprize, that they arc puniſhed before 
they knew, the danger of the Sin. For : cvery 
judgment is a eplain denunciation andithneae-: 
ning from hcaycnghat it we equalothers intheir 
ſin, we may be made cqual to chem in their pu- 
niſhment. Ic is true, God takes his own time 
to puniſh : he doth oftentimes forbear upon 
moſt gracious and -wiſe deſigns: he doth: often 
let the ſinner go on in his fins, becauſe the Gn- 
ner 1s in his power, and cannot eſcape him ; and 
the like is to be ſaid of a fintul nation ;- but then 
this is only a repricyc and reſpite ; | no reyocati- 
on of the ſentence, which'1s gone out againſt; 
and it is the higheſt provocation of Juſtice to rake 
no warning z it 1s an unpardonable ſtupidity; and 
the dircct and ready way tO ruine. . 


Whar- 
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"Whatover judgments are 16flifted 119 this world, 


concern'others;:as:well-as thoſe on whom they 


arc. inflicted. T7 heſe things are our examples, as 
Saint Paul docs moſt. rationally conclude » Sh 
the overthrow of ' the Jratlites 1m the Wilder- 
nels; 1 Cor. x. 6. to the intent, that we ſhould 
not tuft after evil things, as they alſo lufled. Now 
Ict. us: conſider, rwhat18 it: thac has ruined {a 
matiy- famous Monarchies:» but luxury , and 
pride, : and: baſe perfidiouſneſs, and irrchgion 3 
how. many glorious Citics have beca demioliſhed 
and deſtroyed by wax » fire» and ,carthquakes ; 
whoſe rumcs will be exeraal monuments of: their 
{it and of the divine. vengeance... All hiſtory a- 

bounds with examples, and above all the Sacred, 
which ſferves:not only to iriform us of paſt events, 
but for direction! and warning of what will be; 
they: are.che ftanging regiſters of Gads ,proceed- 
ings with:\meris izhe propheics againſt !Feraſe- 

lem, againſt Rebpdeagainſ Nineve, in the /genc- 
ral are:1n,force {bl}, -makmg allowances for the 
variety: of circumſtances, as to thoſe times and 
theſe;:as-if Ittheyr were) dredted ro Chriftendom, 
and:thd1Nations-ont1of 17, and:rheir Capital Ci- 
tes.” They: are written | for .our admonition, upon 
whomthe ends of the' Earth are come. Look-abour 
and -ke,] what dcfolacions. are brought upon the 
Earth 5 goa, _——— tho ages:palt, and con- 


lider, 
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fider, how God has dealttwiwrhthem m tas/anjfr, 
how he hath made rbezr own wickedneſs to cor-. 
ref them: as the Prophet ſpeaks, 7eren u. 19. 
how he has given. up, tome ro the violerce.and 
fury of an cnraged | foreign) Enemy:7:otbers 10) 
the more raging. furics of a Civil War, how he 
has ſent peſtilential diſcaſes and. other plagues a- 
mong them, and. the: like; © By which-examples 
God doth forcwarn all other Nations: as well as 
the people of the ſame w> diftercnt rimes;” of the 
certain and woful, and unavoidable conſequence 
of Sin perſiſtedin, and unrepented of.” 1 1 th. 

The belicf ot this truth, that' chef rs 
which are in the world arc the cthitts '6f Gods 
diſpleaſure, is neceſlary wn order! ro ourreceiving: 
benefit, and making that :righe -ufe of therw 40 
which they are dcfigned.. . For fa: long as 
Providence 1s denied, and. the. juſtice and power 
of God called in queſtion, and the: threamings 
of Scripture disbclicycd, and: lbokt\ upon: as br) 
ta ſulmina, empty ſound and, noiſc,, andonly na- 
tural cauſes ſuppoſed to be concerned in the dif. 
mal 7:dgmezts, which have-bcen, and are-inthe 
world, without the ſuperintendencey: of the firſt 
and ſupream caulſc, and that: all things come to 
paſs either by chance, as cauſes, . which have no 
dependcnce one upan. another happen to be joyn- 
&d, ar. by a faral necay ; It 18 a very cafy:con- 
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ſequence, that merr of this/perſwaſioh ſhould con- 
tinue in the fatne ill courſe ob life: and be never a 
whiz chobercer forrthe mot aftornſfiing calamiries. 
Fear mdced. is uſually wrought in the minds of 
the ſtoureſt and moſt reſolute by Zudgmetits. Plal. 
Ivu. 8. 7hoe didft catife Tadgnient 10'be heard from 
heaven ; the Barth fedred, and was til. (Bux this 
may flow only from a principle of ſelt-preferva- 
tion.: - The moſt hardy and bold;.the wits and 
the Hobbifts, tes beau & - tes forts egprits, tor all 
their ſophiſtry ad arrificial evaſions, \\and- for all 
ther principles of fate and” pradeſtination,: have 
an abhorrence of ſudden death 5 nor indeed can 
chey think! of- any kind: of | deach with aty- pari- 
ence; whoſe hopes arc only” 'contined to the-ani- 
mal hfc :21c-4anay alſo-ofreaames be; and! for rhe 
moſt part. is} only a kind of prefent horror, a 
being troubled ac theidanger, - leſt it may 1nvolye 
them; *as well as-orhets'; randial meer: cffect'.of 
ſdrpeize -arid(aftonſhment':- like che Emperour 
Calignla,, who was afraid, -and-crept under! his 
bed,. whcn us thandercd, -bur as-mad and as'dil- 

ſolare as ever; apfoon as the noe was over... 
Butctriainly al} ſober and ſerious people will 
make a 'berter uſe of the judgments of God,” and 
m fuch-cafes condugt md goyernthemſclvesand 
theis behaviour by rue mcaſurcs of wiſdona and 
piety, and eſpecially bythefe ewo tollowang rules. 
D 2 z, Thar 
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1, That,we look-up to: God mall ames of 
; publick diftecfsand calamity;'; For will it not be 
a fooliſh obſtinacy;; heyond all; aggravation: wo 
complain of the' ſtroke and ſmart, and:not ſec 
the inflicting hand; which 1s. (0: viſibly lifred 
up 2., No one «crtainly can, be fo flight an. ob- 
ſerver of the age, whetcin- he: lives,' .as not to 
ſee enough to: convince him,; . that there is a God, 
who judgeth in the tdrtb, and that he brings about 
thoſe revolutions, which. arc.in the world:"Pfalm 
Ixiv. 9.. all men that. ſee it, [bell ſay, this hath 
God done, they ſhall perceive that it is bis work. 
But tho we arc to obſctve;' and admire, and 
adore Providence, we muſt|\not prelume ta juſtr- 
fie any evil action»by! tz as if fuccels of: it (elf 
were a ſufficient proofs, encouragements and ap- 
probation of it. For we cannot but remember, 
how this was the' common theme. and: rapick in 
the late times;; I;mean before the year x660, of 
popular diſcourſes bath from the palpit and the 
preſs, to juſtfie the curſed rebellion of forty one, 
that the God of hofts. fought for his Saints and Ser- 
zants at Marſton-more, and gave them wiftory, over 
his and their enemies, that 1s, their|rightfab Sove- 
raign, to whom they had otten ſworn. allegi- 
ance ; and his fairhful Subjets.:; and appeared 
woſt gloriouſly. on their fide. at Naſeby,. and the 
like: and Brad/haw 1n bis ſpecch, juſt, before his 
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pronouncing the ſentence of death upon the 
blefſed King Charles the firſt, in which he moſt 
wickedly mifapplics Law, and the hiſtory of the 
tumultuous times of K. Edward the Second. and 
K. Richard the Second, together with foreign 
examples of the like yillany, as if they had been 
juſt and . authentick proofs of what they were 
then acting, appeals to Providence, and faith, 
that God had dealt gloriouſy and miraculouſly for 
them. 

Providence cannot , without an imputation 
npon the righteous government ' of God; be 
ſuppoſed, much more made uſe of, as a plea or 
argument, to juſtific that, which rcligion :and 
the divine law ſeyercly prohibic: tho' judgments, 
by what mcans or inſtruments ſoever brought 
abour, arc full proof of Gods anger and diſ- 
pleaſure againſt fin. In every judgment God doth 
25 1t were thunder out of heaven, and we muſt 
be more than deaf, that is, afte&edly» ſtupid, :if 
we will not hcar and take notice. Micah vi. 9: 
The Lords woice cryeth unto theCity, and the man 
of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name : bear ye the rod, and 
who bath appointed it. 

2. Thar we rcfic& upon our fins, which are 
the meritorious cauſe of Gods dealing thus ſc- 
vercly. with us. In general,. may we not jultly 
fcar,that the. Lord hath a controzerſiewich England: 

| tor. 
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for the crying fins of it ; becanſe there is no truth , 
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land: by 
ſnearing. and lying. and killing, and flealing, and 
committing adultery, they break out, and blood 
roucheth blood ? Hoſeah iv. 1, 2- and have we 
not reaſon alſo to fear, hat the tollowing mc- 
nace will be fully exccuted upon us. v. 3. there- 
fore ſhall the land mourn, and every one that dwellerh 
therein ſball Ianguijt? But without deſcending to a 
minute conſideration of the publick ſins, where- 
with almoſt the whole navon 1n genetal ftands 
charged,  Ict us, as we. are private perfons, re- 
fleet upon our neceſſary dependance on God, 
that all we have we derive from his goodneſs, 
and that we cannot fubſilt one moment withour 
his providence,” whuch continues our being to us; 
and further confider, that norwithitanding thoſe 
obligations to ſerve and obey him, which our 
being in the world, and our bang of-ſuch an or. 
der of creatures, and our daily preſeryarion lay 
upon us,we daily proyokeGod: ro angerand if fo 
when ever we tecl the ſmarrof our Sins, we can. 
not bur bow down our: heads humbly before 
him, and adore his juſtice, whnckr yet pumiſheth 
us Icfs than we have deſerved: - Righteous art thou 
0 Lord, and true are thy judgments, Plal. cxix, 
133. He doth not afflict willingly. ths children of 
men. Lam, ul: 33. but we'our tclves pull down 
thele 
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theſe jadgments upon our heads; we will not 
let God as it were be at reſt ; we provoke him 
to wrach and indignation againſt us, by our in- 
gratitude, and diſobedience, and by an ob{tinate 
continuance in fin. Whenever therefore his 
hand is lifted up, and before it be lifred up, ler 
us cndcavyour to atone his wrath by a hearty and 
ſpeedy repentance : Ict us proſtrate our ſelves 
before him, and deprecare his anger, that we be 
not conſumed by the means of his heavy hand : 

and then we may be aflured, that he will return 
ro us in mercy, and wall cither avert or remove 
his judgments from us, and will hcal us, and our 
[ a and the breaches of it, tho it ſhaketh, and 

is ready to fall into picces, 
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